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DELEGATION TO THE EU-RUSSIA PARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION COMMITTEE 

 

- The Chairperson - 

 

Statement 
 

Strasbourg, 12 March 2014. As a convinced supporter of the EU-Russian strategic partnership 

and as a politician deeply engaged in dialogue with the Parliament of the Russian Federation on 

behalf of the European Parliament, I am particularly concerned by the recent act of aggression 

committed by Russia against Ukraine's territorial integrity and sovereignty that puts into danger 

peace, security and stability on the European continent. I can't but subscribe to the European 

Council's urgent call on the Russian authorities to restore strict observance of the relevant 

international agreements, withdraw their country's armed forces from the territory of Ukraine 

which is not the place of their permanent stationing and allow immediate access to Crimea for 

international monitors. 

 

I believe it is also urgent to establish dialogue between the governments of Russia and Ukraine 

as a basis for resolving this conflict by political means. The European Union is ready to engage 

in a possible multi-lateral mechanism which should serve to build bridges and confidence 

between the parties, to help implementing international agreements and of course to protect all 

citizens, including minorities. The EU strives for rapid restoring of a normal and positive track 

in EU-Russia relations, relations which are suffering, by now, as a result of important political 

strain which could provoke further negative consequences also in the economic sphere. 

 

The Eastern Partnership policy is a project which is intended to extend the area of stability, to 

help democratic modernisation and foster economic prosperity in Europe and is not carried on 

with the intention to damage any other country: it is not intended to disregard the interests and 

ties of Russia with the neighbourhood. In this context, should Russia pick up the EU Heads of 

State and Government's invitation to engage in direct, substantial talks with Ukraine, chances 

for reaching a satisfactory arrangement could be higher. This could also include issues of 

common interest for Russian, Ukrainian and Tatar communities living on the territory of the 

Autonomous Republic of Crimea. Imposing a protracted conflict in Crimea will cancel 

Ukrainian chances to focus on the huge political reforms agenda which is lying ahead.  

 

In this context, the EP-Russia inter-parliamentary relations cannot be scheduled "business as 

usual": nevertheless, dialogue must continue and, as my contribution to the process of restoring, 

in the mutual interest, the full potential of the EU-Russia relationship, I am ready to engage in a 

discussion on the facilitation of the political way out of the Ukrainian crisis  in the EU-Russia 

Parliamentary Cooperation Committee setting as it will prove possible in these last weeks of the 

European Parliament term. I am convinced that it is in the interest of both parties to continue the 

bilateral EP-Russia parliamentary dialogue and hope this orientation will be reaffirmed by the 

European Parliament. 
 

For further information contact: 

Eastern Partnership and Russia Unit, D-RU@ep.europa.eu  
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